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U.N. and Iraq End 
Inspection Standoff 

Bush Warns of Further Confrontations 



By Ann Devroy 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

A United Nations envoy yester- 
day announced an end to the tense 
standoff with Iraq over weapons 
inspections, but President Bush- 
calling Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein “a bully, a dictator, a brutal 
merchant of death”— warned of 
continuing confrontation as Iraq 
tests U.S. willingness to risk mil- 
itary action in the midst of a pres- 
idential campaign. 

At the United Nations, Rolf 
Ekeus, director of the U.N. com- 
mission charged with inspecting and 
destroying Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction, told reporters that Iraq 
had agreed to a new inspection 
team that is scheduled to enter the 
Agricultural Ministry building in 
Baghdad Tuesday. Iraq’s refusal to 
allow inspection of that building had 
been the immediate cause of a 21- 
day standoff. But Ekeus and all sen- 
ior U.S. officials acknowledged it 
was unlikely the team would find 
anything of value because of the 
lengthy delay. 

The team, appointed and accom- 
panied by Ekeus, has been recon- 
figured to place a German, rather 
than an American, at its head, and 
to include two Americans who will 



remain outside the building to ex- 
amine material, rather than inspect 
inside. Iraq had objected to allowing 
inside its government buildings cit- 
izens of the countries that defeated 
it in last year’s Persian Gulf War. 

In Washington, Bush arrived on 
the White House South Lawn from 
a weekend in Camp David to bitter- 
ly condemn Saddam in language 
deliberately aimed at humiliating 
the Iraqi leader. While noting Sad- 
dam’s “cave-in after a lot of blus- 
ter,” Bush read off a list of U.N., 
agreements Saddam is accused of 
violating in addition to resisting the 
inspections. 

Bush’s statement that no imme- 
diate U.S. action is needed lessened 
the sense of pending military con- 
frontation, but the president also 
accused Saddam of refusing to ne- 
gotiate over Iraq’s border dispute 
with Kuwait, of refusing to release 
detained Kuwaiti citizens, of 
thwarting U.N. humanitarian ef- 
forts and of persecuting the Shiites 
in the south of Iraq and the Kurds in 
the north — all violations of the 
cease-fire agreements that ended 
the gulf war. 

Saddam, Bush said, had “caved 
in” only after “deliberately and cal- 
lously harassing and abusing” U.N. 
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read George Bush once before, and 
he is probably misreading him and 
the situation now. He may believe 
that the president is so politically 
weakened, he cannot do anything 
, and this is the time to call our bluff.” 
Some of the president’s political 
advisers strenuously dispute a the- 
sis that Bush could provoke a mil- 
itary confrontation to recapture the 
popularity he has lost since the suc- 
cessful end of the gulf war. One of 
them said yesterday, “To engage in 
a military move now is a ridiculous- 
ly high-risk move, and there are a 
half-dozen reasons why. You remind 
the voters that the job was not done 
and Saddam is still there; you risk 







lident Bush tells reporters that Iraq 



“dean prisoners-of-war and 
ths with no guarantee of any 
:ess other than the bombing it- 
; you open yourself to being ac- 
ed of resuming a war for polit- 
reasons— and you can deny that 
leath and many voters won t he- 
re it. The minuses far outweigh 
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“caved in” only after “callously harassing 

The official said that most Bush 
aides view the Iraq situation not 
as a political opportunity but as 
evidence that presidents are cap- 
tives of the office they hold, and 
that gives them a tremendous num- 
ber of advantages but also means 
they cannot avoid” responding o 
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inspectors, and he predicted no let- 
up in tension with Iraq as inspec- 
tions of the agriculture ministry and 
other sites go forward. Echoing a 
string of administration officials 
who took to the television talk 
shows yesterday, Bush outlined 
what he called a new “pattern of 
willful non-compliance” with the 
U.N. resolutions and warned that 
“we cannot tolerate” continued de- 
fiance. 

What further action the admin- 
istration might take, in conjunction 
with the United Nations and U.S. 
allies, is "an open question,” Under- 
secretary of State Lawrence S. 
Eagleburger said on ABC’s “This 
Week With David Brinkley." 

As a demonstration of resolve, 
the Pentagon yesterday ordered the 
aircraft carrier USS John F. Ken- 
nedy and eight accompanying war- 
ships to cut short a port visit in St. 
Thomas, Virgin Islands, and head 
for the Mediterranean. Another 
carrier, USS Saratoga, is already in 
the Mediterranean and a third, USS 
Independence, is in the gulf region. 

The Pentagon also is considering 
moving a Patriot missile battery 
into the region to guard against 
possible Iraqi Scud missile attacks, 
a Pentagon official said. The official 
declined to specify the destination 
except to say it was not Israel. The 
frequent target of Scuds during the 
gulf war, Israel already has installed 
several Patriot batteries. 

A senior official said in an inter- 
view that the White House regards 
the Iraqi decision as little more than 
“a tactical retreat” while the regime 
continues its defiance and said the 
administration will consult allies on 
additional measures that might force 
a broader shift in Iraq’s behavior. 

The solution worked out at the 
United Nations appears to defuse a 
mounting crisis while giving each 
side a concession. However, it also 
gave the impression that Iraq had 
succeeded in part in dictating the 
composition of the team. 

Since the crisis began July 5, 
Baghdad had refused to allow the 
inspectors into the agriculture min- 
istry building, claiming that the 
team was being used by the United 
States and its allies for espionage. 
Iraqi officials argued that the in- 



' Spectioii would violate the counttji's 
sovereignty and threaten its secu- 
rity. 

~ v" Baghdad, had initially, demanded 
tfiat the inspectors be citiieris of 1 
neutral or non-aligned countries. 
Instead, the six-person team sched- 
uled to enter the building Tuesday 
will be made up of two Germans and 
inspectors from Finland, Sweden, 
Switzerland and Russia. One Rus- 
sian inspector will join the two 
Americans outside the building. 

In describing the composition of 
the new team, Ekeus acknowledged 
that “we took into account certain 
signals and sensibilities without 
compromising the quality of the 
inspection.” 

When asked if the threat of force 
had helped him secure a deal with 
the Iraqis, Ekeus said, “I’m afraid 
that it helped. It was difficult to get 
the seriousness [of the confronta- 
tion] through to the Iraqis.” 

However, a U.N. official said that 
Ekeus had threatened to resign if 
: there was not a peaceful solution. 
The threat appeared aimed at the 
United States and its allies, which 
had warned that a military strike on 
Iraq was increasingly likely. 

U.S. officials yesterday portrayed 
Saddam as engaging in a broad pat- 
tern of defiance, and two of them 
said in interviews that they believe it 
may be partially connected to a belief 
by the Iraqi leader that Bush is too 
politically weak to assemble a coali- 
tion and launch military action as he 
struggles with his reelection effort. 

Saddam “has within the last few 
weeks embarked upon a course of 
apparent confrontation with the 
United Nations, refusing to com- 
ply,” Defense Secretary Richard B. 
Cheney said on NBC’s “Meet the 
Press.” “The question is his non- 
compliance across a broad front 
that has developed in recent weeks 
and that we think, and our coalition 
partners think, is unacceptable.” 
Asked if Iraq’s backing down on 
the inspection would end the crisis, 
Brent Scowcroft, the president’s 
national security adviser, said no. 

“No, that doesn’t end it,” he said 
on CBS’s “Face the Nation. “That 
deals with the tip of the iceberg, 
and the whole iceberg remains.” 

A senior official, speculating on 
Saddam’s motives, said, “He mis- 



